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18-20
th

 October the International Scientific and Practical Conference ñMuseums in the 

Northern Dimensionò was hold by the Karelian State Museum of Regional History. 

 

The conference was devoted to the 135
th
 anniversary of the Karelian State Museum of 

Regional Historyôs foundation. The purpose of the Conference was to orientate the professional 

community in the modern difficult situation during the process of economic change in Russia in 

the context of the northern (northwestern) regional component and development of horizontal 

international and interregional relations. This idea was reflected in the Conferenceôs emblem. 

The shape of the Pomor compass cartouche from the Museumôs collections was used to create 

this emblem.  

 The representatives of museums and universities from the Republic of Karelia, Tretyakov 

State Gallery, the Russian Museum of Ethnography (St. Petersburg), the Museum of History of 

Revolutionary-Democratic Movement in the 1880-1890s (St. Petersburg), Mining Museum of St. 

Petersburg State Mining University, St. Petersburg State University of Culture and Arts, Kirovsk 

and Monchegorsk museums (Murmansk region), Museum of Cultures (Helsinki, Finland), 

Museum of Yuvyaskyulya (Finland), Westerbotten Museum (Umeo, Sweden) participated in the 

programme. There was also the group of cultural politicians, representatives of the State 

Committees   from the Republic of Karelia, St. Petersburg, Archangelsk region. 

The problematic sessions and round-table meetings of the conference included the 

following: 

 

 ñMuseums in cultural space of the North Europeò 

The conference and this session were opened by Ildiko Lehtinen with the paper ñCultural 

heritage and identityò (Museum of Culture, Helsinki) and Olga Fishman ï ñMutual stereotypes: 

from the experience of international exhibition project ñRussia-Norwayò (The Russian Museum 

of Ethnography, S-Petersburg). Both of papers touched upon some stereotypes of perception and 

international relations in the context of  the terms ñidentityò, ñcommon memoryò etc. The next 

papers were devoted to development history of museums coming into being in the European 

North territory specific context. The representatives from Petrozavodsk State University in 

particular told about the period of the 1920s when local studies and museum activities were 

increased in Karelia.  




